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The diploma thesis entitled The Childhood in Zbraslav in the 1930s and 1940s aims to answer 
the question what made childhood in Zbraslav in this time period distinctive and what features 
were the most influential. 
The first part is rather theoretical and describes the concept of a family based on the findings of 
sociology and history. As the concept of childhood is closely intertwined with family, we cannot 
separate the two from one another and need to focus on both. Overview of the most important 
scientific findings made by prominent experts from the field can be found in this section. 
The second part is practical; based on four distinctive components of children’s lives which the 
author regards as important due to their influence on the childhood as well as on the future 
development of the child’s personality and life in the adulthood. Those features are family life, 
school, reading, and free time activities. 
Although there has been a number of books and articles written about Zbraslav, only a small 
amount has focused on the 20th century and even less on childhood. As a result, the diploma 
thesis is based mainly on interviews with contemporaries from Zbraslav. Each one of them grew 
up in a quite different environment; that is why their statements could be only partly generalized. 
In conclusion, it could be stated that childhood in Zbraslav in the 1930s and 1940s was, in 
deed, somehow specific and a number of features can be found, which would had probably not 
been present anywhere else, or just in a limited scale, or in a different manner. The childhood in 
Zbraslav at that time was mostly influenced by the fact that it was a small town where people are 
friendlier as well as the fact that it has a long history and old traditions embraced by locals who 
have tried to keep them for next generations.
